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May 18, 2011

It has come to our attention that an amendment to House Bill 200 is now being reviewed in the Senate. 
 We are grateful that the amendment would support marketing the industry at $500,000 next year, nonrecurring, but it would divide our industry into two separated groups.  Each group would receive $250,000 allocations for “promoting North Carolina wineries and tourism related to wineries”.  This would abolish the North Carolina Wine and Grape Growers Council and would destroy the unity and collaboration among the industry.  Wineries and vineyards of all grape varieties across the state support having one unified group promoting North Carolina wine and working together on cooperative efforts.  The Council represents all of the growers in North Carolina.
We hope that the Senate will continue to embrace our growing wine and grape industry, and support the NC Wine and Grape Growers Council as one unified group.  With your support, we can continue to build on the growth and success or our industry for North Carolina.

Sincerely,

Steve Shepard

NCWA President

